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The McCrae Villa 


Family home of John McCrae, born 30 November 1872 


The house was built around 1855, and was purchased in 1870 by Thomas 
McCrae, John's grandfather. 
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Lt-Colonel John McCrae, MD 


John McCrae was born in Guelph, Ontario, November 30, 1872. His 
illustrious career could certainly not have been foreseen at that time. 
However, his father, David, and his mother, Jane, both born in 
Scotland, must have relished the fact that their second son had come 
into the world on St. Andrew's Day. 


His family home, and birthplace, on Water Street in Guelph, has 
been preserved as a national historic site and is visited by thousands 
every year. 


While still a young lad, John McCrae began to show signs of the 
greatness that was to come. He excelled as a student at school in 
Guelph, he was a prominent member of the Guelph Highland Cadet 
Corps and he was known for his remarkable — for a young boy — 
compassion and affection for both the human and animal creatures 
with whom he came into contact. A discerning parent, or teacher, 
might have been able to predict this Guelph schoolboy would eventu- 
ally develop into one of Canada’s most prominent physicians or a 
soldier of renown or a poet of international fame. But were there any 
who had the temerity to forecast that here were all the ingredients — in 


one youthful frame — of all three? History does not give us the answer 
to this question but history has recorded that Jonn McCrae grew into 
manhood with the eventual stature of a giant in all these three different 
areas of accomplishment. 


On completion of his elementary education in Guelph in 1888, 
McCrae entered the University of Toronto on a scholarship and 
graduated with an honours degree in biology in 1894. He predictably 
moved on to the medical faculty and graduated as a doctor in 1898 
with a gold medal and scholarships in physiology and pathology. After 
a year as resident physician at Baltimore s famous John Hopkins 
Hospital, he came back to Canada as a fellow in pathology at McGill 
University and assistant pathologist at the Montreal General Hospital. 


During this period (1888-1898) John McCrae had several poems 
published in The Varsity (the University of Toronto paper), The Spec- 
tator, Canadian Magazine and the University Magazine. He was a 
member of the Pen and Pencil Club in Montreal, a unique and 
exclusive group of the leading Canadian authors and artists of the time 
with names like Andrew Macphail, Tait McKenzie and Stephen 
Leacock on it’s roster. 


In 1899 he enlisted as a Lieutenant in the Canadian Artillery for 
service in the South African War. It was there that he met Major E.W.B. 
Morrison who was his superior officer and with whom he formed a 
lasting friendship. During this South African campaign McCrae wrote 
several poems, including the well-known, “The Unconquered Dead”. 


When the thunder of the guns in Europe reverberated in the 1914 
August nights, Jonn McCrae immediately volunteered his services to 
his country either as a doctor or a gunner. He achieved both desires as 
he was appointed surgeon to the 1st Brigade Artillery which was led by 
his old comrade-in-arms, E.W.B. Morrison, by then a Major-General. 
He would often direct the fire of the batteries in his sector when time 
permitted and when there was a lull in his duties as a doctor. 


In the spring of 1915, the brigade was in position in the little corner of 
Belgium, known as Flanders, within sight of the village of Ypres and 
John McCrae had his dressing station on the banks of the Ypres Canal. 
It was here that he wrote ‘In Flanders Fields”, the poem that was 
literally born of fire and blood during the heaviest fighting of the 
second battle of Ypres. From his dressing station he could see — day 
by day — the crosses springing up in the Canadian cemetery. 


In Boulogne, on January 28, 1918, Colonel John McCrae died of 
pneumonia. He was buried on January 29th with full military honours at 
the cemetery in nearby Wimereux. In the funeral cortege, his horse 
Bonfire went first, led by two grooms and decked in the regulation 
white ribbons. 


The Flanders Poppies 


For 50 years the Flanders Poppy has been the traditional symbol of 
Remembrance — remembrance for over 112,000 Canadian war dead 
as well as those of the Commonwealth and Allied countries. 


During the Napoleonic wars, the poppy became associated with the 
graves of those killed in battle. Battlefields such as Waterloo, Dettigen 
and others, were bare wastes before the conflict. Yet, after the burial of 
the war dead, they blazed with stretches of the scarlet poppy of 
Flanders. Thousands of soldiers of World War | also witnessed the 
fields of poppies blossom where their comrades lay. The poppies were 
immortalized by Colonel John McCrae’s “In Flanders Fields”. 


The adoption of the poppy for symbolic purposes originated from 
the imagination and initiative of a patriotic French woman, Madame E 
Guérin. She submitted her idea of the sale of the poppy as a flower of 
remembrance to Field-Marshal Earl Haig. He and the British Legion — 
willingly accepted Madame Guérin’s proposal and the first British 
Poppy Day Appeal took place in November 1921. 


Most of the poppies were made by women and children in devas- 
tated areas in France, but Earl Haig saw the employment possibilities 
for the disabled veterans in future appeals. 


In Canada the poppy emblem and wreath are made by disabled 
veterans in sheltered vetcraft workshops, operated by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. The Royal Canadian Legion sell the poppies as do 
the Army, Navy and Air Force Veterans Association so that the citizens 
of Canada may make a contribution to the welfare of the living — those 
who, having served Canada or being dependents of those who have, 
need extra financial help which is not available under the War Veterans 
or other social legislation. 


In Flanders Fields 


In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 


We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders Fields. 


Take up our quarrel with the foe; 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders Fields. 


| 


‘ZOULJOIA 8] SNOA IS JUIOd SUDIIWUOP BU SNON 
‘81PUE|4 9D 9119] B] SNOS ‘919ES JI0A9P UN 1S8,9 


‘SaUIPU99P S]6IOPp SOU SUEP JeEqWOD Np nesqUuE], 97 


91pu91d81 8p SNOA E 188,9 ‘ZSAIAINS SNOU INb snoA 


‘sieuel e suosodai ‘Wed anbjenb ‘eipue]|4 uy 
‘QIOING | JQ JUBYONOD 8] JUBIEAOA XNBA Sd} UDP SNON 
“SOWIE SUOI]A SNOU JO SUOILUIE SNOU ‘SUOIL SNON 
‘QIOOUD J8IU SJUBAIA ‘INU, OUNOINe  SUOW Sa] ‘SNON 


‘NeSANOU INO! 8] aJUBYO quete a}enoje 7 
‘OI[NEIJILU E] OP JING 8] JueIOUHI! ‘|819 2] sue 

‘SJ0AEd Sa] LINA]J JUO SIOG BP XI019 SOU a1]UT 
‘e|le]eg ep dueuo un uns yed enbjenb ‘a1pue]|4 uz 


91pue/|- ua wed enbjano 


‘Sa/[e190S SIO] Sa1ne,p NO SJUPHEQUONO 
SUAIOUE Sd] INS UOITE|SIH9| €] 9D NAA Ud OS 29 enb JUsWAIINe JIU,]qO 
nd jualeine u sjinb auiejudswajddns quaioueuly 8pIE 2129 jJUa]ISSepeu 
nb ‘eBieuo e seuuosiod sine] no sAed une] INeS JUO Inb xne9 
‘een e| 9p S]UBAIAINS SAD 21]9-u9lq Ne J1enqUIUO9 ap SUEIPEUE{ 
su9/0]I9 xne jeued IND 99 ‘UOIRIAY,| BP 19 SEULE e| BP ‘ee. Vp 
SJueyeqUO) Ssuaioue,p suonNeloosse xne nb ISUIE euuelpeur) a/e/A01 
UOIB97 S| E 291JU09 JS9 AJU8A INO] ‘SJUEJNEQUOO SUSIOUE SBP SAIELIY 
SOP 919]SIUILU NP aIqesUuodsa1 e| SNOS Sa9e]d SJUPJEQUON SUSIOUE P 
JeuesiJep siaijaye Sep SUEP SOpIBAUI SJUPHEQUOO SUualoue sa] Jed 
Senbuqe} ]UOS ‘S8UUOINOD se] anb Isule ‘euue]quue 199 ‘epeueD ny 


“SOPIJEAU! SJUB]E QUOD SUAIOUE Sa] INO I0JdUW8 p Sal|IgqISSOd Sap IIA 
A BleH ao) 9} set ‘epue14 | BP S8B]ISEASP SUOIB,1 Bp sJUEJU, SEP 
19 Soul] Sep Jed Senbuqe] juele]e S]OO!||aNnbod se} ‘anbods 2199 y 


‘LG L 21qU8AOU USB nel] ne <enbiuue]lq 10918nb09 np INO!» 1elweid a] 
9 UUBNYD au 2p uouIsodoid e| 181dope. p ju918ssaidiue Ss ‘enbiuue]1q 
uolB97 ee} anb isure ‘19-In89 “Brey yeyoouewW ne JIUSANOS np a[oquAs 
OUUO9 S]OOI|ANDOD Sp 21pUSA 9p Bap! UOS 9p ed jy 8||3 ‘a}oquAs 
SWWOD J09enb09 a] Jeldope,p eulBeu! inb ‘uWeaND ‘3 eu ‘esied 
-Ue1, aloujed eun IN} 89 ‘«<aipue|4 US Wed enbjen) > ‘82199 uyor 
J2U0109 np aweod 2] SUEP SESIJELOUWUUUUI JUdIN| SJOD||aNDOD say ‘sap 
-PJEWED SiN9| 9D SaQUO] SE] UNS JNA} SJ0918nb09 ep sienue SdweYo 
SEP JIOA JusWa]eHe jJueind ajelpuoOW BUEN 21914 E| ap SJEPIOS 
QP SISI||IL SOQ ‘21PUE|4 BP SJ0918Nnb09 sap e/|IeU8A BHNO 8] 18912198 
‘SHOW Sd] 911aJU8 WIOAe A Saude ‘JIA UO ‘S89]0SI Sanpu9], S8]SeA ap enb 
JUaIB]JO U ‘SJEQUIOD Se} jueAe ‘INK saine jo UBHIEG ‘OOYE}eAA SUIWWOO 
ayjieveq ap Sdweyod Sa] sueq ‘JEqUO9 ne San] sjepjos sep sainndes 
xne JOO|anboo 9] eloosse uO ‘seuualuoalodeu SaIaNH se] JUeING 


‘sae SAed sap 
9 YJEBMUOWWOD Np Seule p SUOUBedWOD Je SepeeWeO sine] 2p je 
9anb e| JueIND S8qUuO] SUBIDeUED 000 LL SEP JIUSsANOS a] JUe|addes 
|QUUOI}IPC1] BJOQUWAS 9] ISO dupue|4 9p JOO|eNboo 9a} ‘sue 06 sindaq 


91pUE]4 9p SJ0918nb09 seq 


‘e1qeun] 26921109 Np 8]9] Ua WeYoJeW ‘SIalUa1e|Ed xnep 
Jed nud] je allejuawe/0e1 oue|q jueuweu,euieu Np ged ‘a1ljU0g [EASUO 
UOS “XNBJBUWIAA 2p 219189 9] SUEP PUE1 UOS E SNP SaJIE]IIILU SINSUUOY 
Sa| SNO] DEA J9AUEÏ GZ 8] 8118]U9 IN] || ‘eIUouNeud aun.p Sans sep 
auBonog e EQWODONS seIDNOW UYOL |8U0/09 9} ‘8LEL saiAuel QZ 27 


‘UBIDEULD DIBIJAWIO 8] SUPP SASNeJquuouU 
Snid unof enbeyo 1essnod xI019 Se} JIOA WeANOd || US BUSWHIUI | 
9 ‘Said\.p e|lI212q SOUNDS ke] 9p SJequ09 sjue|HueS sn|d sep SIn09 
ne 1Nn91n/ E]| ]9 ]INIQ a} SUEP OÙ ‘«<aipue|4 Ua Wed anbjanH» sweod 
9199199 UOS esodW0o9 |Inb e| 158,9 ‘saidi p Jeue, np eue e619q 
B| INS JIBANOI] BS 22199 UUOF WeESsHulp enb syeoipew sjiun| je Said, p 
SHe||IA NO UIO| UOU ‘21pUE|4 BP WOU 2] SNOS nuuoo enbifleg e| ap 
UIO9 }}ed UN SUBP eaUUoIUE) JIe]e BpeHuG E] ‘SLEL ep Sdwejuud ny 


‘des enbjenb 
JUdIeSsie| IN| AJIUN | 9p UIDSPeW 9p See] SBpsNO}| ses anbsuo} INn2)98$S 
UOS SUBD Sauoyeq Sap 11] 8} 180UIP 8p JUSANOS eAIWE IN} || ‘e||le]eq 
op sdweyod sa} INS ‘jersueH uolewW sdiue]-a1]ue NUBSASP ‘UOSIO/\ 
AM 4 ‘Seuuep uoubeduo9 XNdIA UOS BP S81pIO Sd} SNOS 299e1d 
alue||le,p peu a1alue1d e| e UBIBuNUIYD SWWOD eJOae | UO.NDsind 
99nex9 JUsWAIIIJUS IN} JEUNOS UOS Nae NO UlIDSpeW BWWOOD 
SAed UOS JIAIOS INO SJICJUOJOA JUsWA]eIDsWW! eUOd 38S 2e), 
UUOF ‘ÿL6L 100 US JaUUO}] E JUdIBOUBWWWODS) SUOUBD Se] enbs107 


‘« peaq DaenbuooUN eu] » aNJQUI IN|89 158 SNUUOD Snjd Sep uN, 
juop sewueod sinaisnd esodu09 92199N ‘euleole-pns suBedweod 
9199 JUBPUSY ‘S2]q99/9pUI ANILUE. P SUAI| SEP 18NOU JIPA9P |! [enbal] 
99AE Jelpeuulul INBUSAdNS UOS ‘UOSUIOW ‘g MT solew 8] esjUOOUAL 
nb enbode 2129 e 1599 ‘euleoue-pns euen6 e| JueINp JMS 
19 SUUSIDEUE) 819]. SUEP JUEU9INAI| PUUWOD EJOIUSS |! ‘668L UF 


‘300997 U9udeIS Jo aIZU9MYON We] ‘EUdoeN 
M91pUY SUWUWO9 S21q9/99 SWOU 9p epele|d aun JPANO1]9I UOJ} NO Je 
enbods | ap sueuIuue Snjd Sa] SUBIDeUeD Sa]siJe Sa] JO sinane se] wed 
-n01681 Inb asnaibijsaid Uoyel9osse eun ‘jeal]UOP BP |Iau84 pue ua 
Qnjo np a1queuwu jJuewe/eBe jUIAepP || euIZEBEN ANSISAIUN 2] 18 euIz 
-LÊEN Ueipeue) 8] ‘1012199dS 8] aUIWO9 SUO!eoGnd Sa]U219JIP SUEP 
anb ISUIe AlISIEA 8] OJUOIO | BP 8]ISISAIUN,| 2p [EuInol a] SUEp seweod 
sinaisnid eyqnd 22199 UUOS ‘(868L-888L1) epouod 2199 Juin 


FegNUON ap elouob jerdou, e a1Bojoujed us JUEISISSE 79 I'OOW 
OJISISAIUN,| Bp aiHojoujJed 9p 92]9190S E| Bp BIDOSSe aqua JUIASP 
Jo epeue) ne julAd || ‘a10WEg ap SuIy¥dOH uuor jelIdou 9199199 
ne JEUJ9JUI D ue UN 998» WOAe said ‘aiBojoujed ue Je aiBooisAud 
Ua Sepnje Sep aJainsinod 1nod asinoq aun je JOP allepseu eun 
SdW8] SWEW US 18U1899pP JIA 9S J9 SUIDSPSW US 1Nn2),0p ap ewO|dIp 
UOS ]UIIGO 8681 UE ]9 SAJEDIDSW SApNja Sa] S19A CAHUIP AS |! ‘QupUS}e 
As wWeanod uO aWWOD ‘eiBoloiq ua asijeioads jeaunejeooeg UN PERI 
Ua JUIIGO A J9 JAISINOG SWWOD OJU010 | BP SIISIBAIU,| E EJIJUS BEIDO/\ 
‘988, US Udjend e S8JIBDUO992S Sapnje Sos 9A9U9E JIOAe Saud 


“SOUIBLUOP 
SIOJ] SOO Suep juesH ep e9ejd eun pie] SNid ele] 9S BeIDO[ 
uyor enb juewenes puaidde snou sie esuodai e| Sed jiuunoj ue 
SNOU OU 91I0)SIU, 7] {SIO} E| E SJU8/E] S99 SNO] JESSIUNAI [I ND S10]E 811019 
ap 9]HeU8] BE] n9 jeune IND SIEN ‘8[BUONEUJAJUI ee UWIWOU,] 8p 2Je0d un 
9109U8 NO JED/0S pueiË UN no EpeUEN Np Sulospsew SJUeuILUe SN|d sap 
un,| AnOÏ UN J21pu8ep den sp 1911098 Wed 2] enb 110181d 218-ned 
nd eine 29e9idsiod inessejoid Un no juaied UN ‘xXNeUWIUE sap 
19 SOLUUWOY SSP SIA-E-SIA SPNIOI||OS SP ]9 UOIE19SILUO9 9p ajuleiduse 
apne uos INOd nuuoo efap je]a || ‘]U29S8JOPE BONUS 98}QIUd.S 9p 
JIEUSA |! NO Sd109 JepeyD Pue|UBIH ydjany a] Suep ejeubis as ja udjany 
e SOPNIe S98S SUED PJOGE_P INO} e\/9Oxa || EUWOU pUEIB UN In| Bp aulel 
jualeAap IND sayyenb se} eujuOW 88199 uuor ‘ebe eunel uos seq 


‘eguue SNDEYO JUS|apP A SUNSIISIA SP SISI||IlU SBP Je [PUOEU SNbuUO}siY 
JUSLUNUOW 88SSe|O gla e ‘Ud|9n9 & ‘JaleNA and ‘AU jse || NO UOSIeW 7 


‘21pUY-IUIES E] 8p INO! a] 9OUOW Ne NUSA LOS S]I 
puo9ses IN| enb Je; np juaunolai 9s ‘aSsOOW ue seu xnep sno] ‘suer 
919 eS 18 piAeq e212d UOS enb juepuedes JeUIHeW! ined UO ‘simoid 
1e) |! xnelBipoid usSep janb e J110191d sioje JeAnod au euuosia4 
‘Z/Q| 21QU8AOU OE 9] ‘OUEJUO US ‘UdIenS e OU ]S9 22IDON UUOP 


GW ‘82199 UUOF 0109-17 


X-6L60S-799-0 NASI 
O86T/ET-ZEA ‘3290 Op où 


O86T epeued SO0TAIOS 939 SJUOUWUOUUOTSTAOIAdY sep 9193SIUTN © 


‘UuOr Bp a12d-pueif a] ‘22199 
SEUWOU | Jed 0/81 US 9810U9E VIO E 10 ‘GGRB| SI8A 8]INIJSUO9 sje e UOSIEU E7 


Z/8L 21QW8AOU LE 9} AU ‘BeIDNOW UUOF BP 8JEJEU UOSIEN 


OCIDON IIIA 87 


epeueg  epeue) S}ue}}equO9 
S1l8J}Y SUBIBJ@A  SU9IOUE SEP S81124JY 


NIDAHOAMN — ALAOd — LVATOS 


8161 — GL8I 


AVUDW NHOL 


‘TANOTOO 


